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H728-01E 



0 


For receiving Office use only 




0-1 


International Application No. 




0-2 


International Filing Date 




0-3 


Name of receiving Office and "PCT 
International Application' 





0-4 


Form - PCT/RO/101 PCT Request 




0-4-1 


Prepared using 


PCT-EASY Version 2.91 


0-5 


Petition 

The undersigned requests that the 
present international application be 
orocessed accordinn to the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty 




0-6 


Receiving Office (specified by the 
applicant) 


Japanese Patent Office (RO/JP) 


0-7 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 




-j 


Title of invention 


USJJSCTXvjS IiJSJraS FUR OFTICaL DISK, OPTICAL 

RECORD I!^6 AND REPRODUCTI^JG APPARATtJ*^ 
USING THE SAME, AND MOLD FOR MOLDING 
LENS, METHOD FOR WORSTING THE MOLD FOR 
MOLDING LENS, AND PROFILE MEASURING 
DEVICE FOR MEASURING PROFILE OF THE MOLD 
FOR MOLDING LENS 


II 


Applicant 




11-1 


This person is: 


applicant only 


11-2 


Applicant for 


all designated States except US 


11-4 


Name 


MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO,, LTD o 


11-5 


Address: 


1 0 0 6 - banchl , Oaza- Kadoma 
Kadoma-shl, Osaka 571-8501 
Japan 


11-6 


State of nationality 


JP 


11-7 


State of residence 


JP 


11-8 


Telephone No. 


+81-6-6908-1473 


11-9 


Facsimile No. 


+81-6-6906-1643 
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MM 

III-1-1 

IH-1-2 

ni-1-4 

III-1-5 



tll-1.6 
III-1-7 



Applicant and/or inventor 

This person is: 
Applicant for 
Name (LAST, First) 
Address: 



State of nationality 
State of residence 



applicant and Inventor 
US only 

TANAKA, Yasuhlro 

2-5-303, Nllhamacho 

Ashlya-shl, Hyogo 659-0031 

Japan 

JP 

JP 



III-2 

III-2-1 
III-2-2 
II 1-2-4 
1 1 1-2-5 



III-2-6 
III-2-7 



Applicant and/or Inventor 

This person is: 
Applicant for 
Name (LAST, First) 
Address: 



State of nationality 
State of residence 



applicant and Inventor 
US only 

YAMAGATA, Mlchlhlro 

2-59-710, Hanatennlshl l-chome, Joto-ku 

Osaka-shl, Osaka 536-0011 

Japan 

JP 

JP 



tll-3 

111-3-1 
1 1 1-3-2 
1 11-3-4 
III-3-5 



iil-3-6 
III-3-7 



Applicant and/or inventor 

This person is: 
Applicant for 
Name (LAST, First) 
Address: 



State of nationality 
State of residence 



applicant and Inventor 
US only 

SASANO, Tomohlko 

3-9-12, Klshlbeklta 

Sulta-shl, Osaka 564-0001 

Japan 

JP 

JP 



IV-1 



iV-1-1 
IV-1 -2 



IV-1 -3 
iV-1.4 



Agent or common representative; or 
address for correspondence 

The person identified below is 
hereby/has been appointed to act on 
behalf of the applicant(s) before the 
competent International Authorities as: 
Name (LAST, First) 

Address: 



Telephone No. 
Facsimile No. 



agent 

IKEUCHI , Hiroyuki 

Suite 401, UMEDA PLAZA Building, 3-25, 
Nlshltenma 4-cliome, Klta-ku, 
Osaka-shl, Osaka 530-0047 
Japan 

+81-6-6361-9334 
+81-6-6361-9335 



IV.2 
iV-2-1 



Additional agent(s) 



Name(s) 



additional agent (s) with seune address as 
first named agent 
SATO, Kimihiro 
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V 


Designation of States 




V-1 


Regional Patent 

(other kinds of protection or treatment, 
if any, are specified between 
parentheses after the designation(s) 
concerned) 


EP: AT BE CH&LI CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR 
IE IT LU MC NL PT SE and any other State 
which Is a Contracting State of the 




European Patent Convention and of the 






PCT (except TR) 




V-2 


National Patent 

(other kinds of protection or treatment, 
if any, are specified between 
parentheses after the designation(s) 
concerned) 


CA KR US 


V-5 


Precautionary Designation Statement 

In addition to the designations made 
under items V-1 , V-2 and V-3, the 
applicant also makes under Rule 4.9(b) 
all designations which would be 
permitted under the PCT except any 
uesignaiion(s; ortne otaie(s) indicated 
under item V-6 below. The applicant 
declares that those additional 
designations are subject to confirmation 
and that any designation which is not 
confirmed before the expiration of 15 
months from the priority date is to be 
regarded as withdrawn by the applicant 
at the expiration of that time limit. 








Excluslon(s) from precautionary 
designations 


NONE 


VM 


Priority claim of earlier national 
application 






VM-1 


Filing date 


23 June 1999 (23.06. 


1999) 


VI-1 -2 
VI-1 -3 


Number 
Country 


Patent Application 11-177177 
JP 


VI-2 


Priority claim of earlier national 
application 






VI -2-1 


Filinn Hatn 


10 September 1999 (10.09.1999) 


VI-2-2 
VI-2-3 


Number 
Country 


Patent Application 11-256686 
JP 


VI-3 


Priority document request 

The receiving Office is requested to 
prepare and transmit to the 
International Bureau a certified copy of 
the earlier application (s) identified 
above as item(s): 


VI-1, VI-2 




VII-1 


International Searching Authority 
Chosen 


Japanese Patent Office (JPO) (ISA/JP) 


VIII 


Checic list 


number of sheets 


electronic file(s) attached 


VIII-1 


Request 


5 




VIII-2 


Description 


54 




VIII-3 


Claims 


7 




VIH-4 


Abstract 


1 


h728-01abstract.txt 


VIII-5 


Drawings 


28 




VIII-7 


TOTAL 


95 



m 
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Accompanying Items 


paper document(s) attached 


electronic file(s) attached 


VIII-8 


Fee calculation sheet 






VIII-9 








VIII-10 


Copy of general power of attorney 






VIIl-16 


PCT-EASY diskette 




diskette 


Till* 1 O 


rigurc wt inc urawings wnicn snouiu 
accompany the abstract 


1 


VIIM9 


Language of filing of the 
International application 


Japanese 


IX-1 


Signature of applicant or agent 






IX-1-1 


Name (UVST, First) 


IKEUCHI, Hlroyuki 




tX-2 


Signature of applicant or agent 






IX-2-1 


Name (LAST, First) 


SATO, Kimlhlro 




FOR RECEIVING OFFICE USE ONLY 


10-1 


Date of actual receipt of the 
purported International application 




10-2 

10-2-1 
10-2-2 


Drawings: 

Received 
Not received 




10-3 


Corrected date of actual receipt due 
to later but timely received papers or 
drawings completing the purported 
International application 




10-4 


Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 11(2) 




10-5 


International Searching Authority 


ISA/JP 


10-6 


Transmittal of search copy delayed 
until search fee Is paid 




FOR INTERNATIONAL BUREAU USE ONLY 


11-1 


Date of receipt of the record copy by 
the International Bureau 






IS* (maffl) - B3»JaB$ 2000^06^203 (20. oe. 2000) ^bib om27^56'&> 



0 

0-1 












0-3 








0-4 
0-4-1 


«3:-PCT/R0/101 

mmmmm\t. 


PCT-EASY Version 2.90 
(updated 10.05.2000) 


0-S 






0-6 




Qi^m^mf (Ro/jp) 


0-7 
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m 


II 

ii-i 
n-2 

1 1-4 j a 
II-4en 
II-5ja 

n-5en 

1 1-6 
1 1-7 
II-8 
II-9 


mmx 

^(Dm^miz^^^Tomrnxx 

Name 

Address : 
mm (ffl^S) 


aiJUAT^ ^ (applicant only) 
^M'&^K't^XO^m.m (all designated States 
except US) 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC IWDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. 
571-8501 B^m 

:^^Piai006§ife 
1006-banchi, Oaza-Kadoma 
Kadoma-shi, Osaka 571-8501 
Japan 
B:$im JP 
JP 

+81-6-6908-1473 
+81-6-6906-1643 



(tflBffl) - BliSiJBBt 2000^06^ 20 B (20.06.2000) ikfiiB 09^27^J-56S> 









III-l-l 




tliSIA&^iSR^#T& ^ (applicant and 






inventor) 


III-1-2 


MM<D3^ (US onlv) 


III-l-4ja 






III-l-4en 


Name (LAST, First) 


TANAKA, Yasuhiro 


III-l-5ja 




659-0031 B:^m 

iffiftnrr2-5-303 


III-l-5en 


Arid rp <i 1 ■ 


c~d~ouo, Niinamacno 

Aehiua — chi Uuncrn fil«Q— flfl^l 

noiiiya oiiiy nyogo Oua uuoi 


ni-i-6 




H:*:@ JP 


in-1-7 




B:*:g JP 


in-2 






III-2-1 




aiJPA:&CXliW#T& ^ (applicant and 
i nventor) 


III-2-2 


c5 -So 


3t(lll(D^ fUS onlv') 


1 1 1-2-4 j a 






III-2-4en 


Name (LAST, First) 


YAMAGATA, Michihiro 


III-2-5ja 




536-0011 B:$:S 

mffi 1 T i 2-59-7 1 0 


III-2-5en 


Ariri r p*i s ' 


t-oy-flu, rianatennisni l-cnomey Joto-kii 

USaKa Silly USaKa 9uD UU 1 1 
1 o n Q n 


1 1 1-2-6 


mm (H«) 


JP 


in-2-7 


{im (ffl«) 


B:*:H JP 


11 1-3 






III-3-1 




ailSIA:&tX^R^#T& ^ (applicant and 




& -5, 


i nventor) 


1 1 1-3-2 


✓TV vji^r VUo on 1 


III-3-4ja 






III-3-4en 


Name (LAST, First) 


SASANO, Tomohlko 


III-3-5ja 




564-0001 B^m 
ARSfl? RfcBQrti 
^eP4t3-9-12 


III-3-5en 


Address : 


3-9-12, Kfshibekita 
Suita-shi, Osaka 564-0001 
Japan 


Iir-3-6 


mm (H«) 


B*® JP 


1 1 1-3-7 


(H«) 


B*S JP 



(tbBffl) - W»\Em 2000^06M20B (20.06.2000) 'XmS 09P#27i)-56|}> 



IV-I 

IV-l-lja 
IV-l-len 
IV-l-2ja 

IV-l-2en 

IV-1-3 
IV-1-4 


f So 

&^ (iS 

Name (LAST, First) 
Address : 


ftSA (agent) 

IKEUCHI, Hiroyuki 
530-0047 B^^m 

:lbES^^4Ti3S25^=ISBa:/7-tf br;U401^^ 
Suite 401, UMEDA PLAZA Building, 3-25. 
Nishitenma 4-chome, Kita-I<u, 
Osal(a-shi, Osaka 530-0047 
Japan 

+81-6-6361-9334 
+81-6-6361-9335 


IV-2 

lv-2-lia 
IV-2-len 


Name (s) 


(additional agent(s) with same address as first 
named agent) 

SATO, Kimihiro 


V 

V-1 






^, ) 


BP: AT BE CH&LI CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT 
LU MC NL PT SE 


v-s 


Mt()^m^\zimmmznd.m.-r 

) 


CA KR us 


V-5 


tuMAit. ±m(Dmmzj]u^x 

^mo-^xomoym^'&n^ o 
fctzv. \-miz^vfzm<Dm 
^^i^<, mmxit. :Ln<b(D 

i\5^Am'M-r^ntnz^(Dmm 
cDMsftc, mmAizjz-oxm 

K)Tif'E>ntzh(Dh^f3i-^n^ 




v-« 




n.\^ (NONE) 


Vl-1 

VI-I-I 
VI-l-2 
VI-1-3 




1999^06^235 (23. 06. 1999) 
t$Jgl¥ll-177177 
JP 


VI-2 

VI-2-1 
VI-2-2 
VI-2-3 


^<DmfNiiim\z^'^<@^m 


1999^09^105 (10.09. 1999) 

11-256686 
H*^ JP 



(ffi®ffl) - WJB^ 2000^06^208 (20.06.2000) 'X^B 09S$27Ji-56©> 



VI-3 


^9cm WE^wMn<Dm^ 

1- MJ 155 -f- -hf^ZS /T\ 

t XT L T W L T I ^ -5 o 


VI-1, VI-2 


VIM 


2?n ;^ H IB^ ^Sflg 18 ( I SA) 


a2;s:^^iF;r (ISA/JP) 


VIII 

VIII-l 
VI 1 1-2 
VI 1 1-3 
VI 1 1-4 
VI 1 1-5 

VI I I_7 
V 1 1 1- ( 


H« a ml 
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VIll-19 




B^in (Japanese) 


IX-1 

IX-I-l 










lX-2 

IX-2-1 




fern is^M 






signal® t UTSfflsnT^w^ 




tO-2 

10-2-1 
10-2-2 






10-3 


ITiEH) 




10-4 


4#«^ia:^^iS!?lMl 1^ (2) l^Sdf 
OB 




10-S 




ISA/JP 


10-ti 







5/5 

fi^ mmm) - mmam 2ooo^o6^2ob (20. oe. 2000) ikmu omzi^^e^ 

mmmmmmAm 



H728-01 



TFT 



TENT COOPERATION TR^I^TY 



wo 00/79322 
PCT/J POO/04076 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

^rL* 1 nuie tf/. 1 \Cj, Tirst sentence) 


To: 

IKEUCHI, Hiroyuki 

Unrteda Plaza Building y*'^*'^^^^^**^. 

Suite 401 /- : 

o-zb, Nisnitenma 4-cnonrie (j y ^ \ 

Kita-ku, Osaka-shi ' 

Osaka 530-0047 \ / 

JAPON ^'"r'~^ 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

28 December 2000 (28.12.00) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
H728-01 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/J POO/04076 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
21 June 2000 (21.06.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
23 June 1999 (23.06.99) 


Applicant 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. et al 



1 . Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 
KR,US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1 (c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 
CA,EP 



The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1{a-bis)). 

A. 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
28 December 2000 (28.12.00) under No. WO 00/79322 



REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31{2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 1 9-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 





The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

J. Zahra 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/308 (July 1996) 3736480 



PCT/JPOO/04076 

^I^ATENT COOPERATION T||^TY 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instructions, Section 41 1) 


To: 

IKEUCHI, Hircyuki X"^^^-^^^ 
Umeda Plaza Building / ^^jf\¥\ 

ouite 401 / — ^ — 

3-25, Nishitenma 4-chome 2 4I 

Osaka 530-0047 ^ *^^^^mffpT/ 
JAPON ^^^^^^^ . — ^ 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
13 October 2000 (13.10.00) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
H72o-01 




International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/04076 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
21 June 2000 (21.06.00) 


International publication date (day/month/year) 
Not yet published 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
23 June 1999 (23.06.99) 


Applica nt 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. et al 


1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "NR" appear in the right-hand column) by the 
International Bureau of the priority docunaent(s) relating to the earlier application(s) indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt, or by the letters "NR", in the right-hand column, the priority 
document concerned was submitted or trans.mitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 1 7.1 (a) or (b). 



2. This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 



3. An asterisk(*) appearing next to a date of receipt, in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). In such a case, the attention 
of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

4. The letters "NR" appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which was not received by the International 
Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau, 

as provided by Rule 17.1(a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 



Priority date Prioritv ap plication No. Country or regional Office Date of receipt 

or PCT receiving Office of priority document 

23 June 1999 (23.06.99) 11/177177 JP 11 Aug u 2000 (1 1.08.00) 

10 Sept 1999(10.09.99) 11/256686 JP 11 Aug u 2000 (11 .08.00) 



The International Bureau of WlPO 


Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


Tessadel PAMPLIEGA /^^^^ 


1211 Geneva 20, Swit2erland 


Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/304 (July 1998) 003584616 



PCT/JPOO/04076 



^^ATENT COOPERATION T^^TY 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 



WOTIFICATIOW OF RECEIPT OF 
RECORD COPY 

(PCT Rule 24.2(a)) 



To: 



IKEUCHI, Hiroyuki 
Umeda Plaza Building 
Suite 401 

3-25, Nishitenma 4-chome 
Kita-ku, Osaka-shi 
Osaka 530-0047 
JAPON 



0 0. B. 07_j 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
25 July 2000 (25.07.00) 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATIOW 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
H728-01 


International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/04076 



The applicant is hereby notified that the International Bureau has received the record copy of the international application as 
detailed below. 

Name(s) of the applicant(s) and State(s) for which they are applicants: 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. (for all designated States except US) 
TANAKA, Yasuhiro et al (for US) 

International filing date : 21 June 2000 (21 .06.00) 

Priority date(s) claimed : 23 June 1999 (23.06.99) 

10 September 1999 (10.09.99) 

Date of receipt of the record copy 

by the International Bureau : 07 July 2000 (07.07.00) 

List of designated Offices : 

EP :AT,BE,CH,CY,DE,DK,ES,FI,FR,GB,GR,IEJT,LU,MC,NL,PT,SE 
National :CA,KR,US 




ATTEiMTION 

The applicant should carefully check the data appearing in this Notification. In case of any discrepancy between these data 
and the indications in the international application, the applicant should immediately inform the International Bureau. 

In addition, the applicant's attention is drawn to the information contained in the Annex, relating to: 
I X I time limits for entry into the national phase 
I X [ confirmation of precautionary designations 
I X I requirements regarding priority documents 
A copy of this Notification is being sent to the receiving Office and to the International Searching Authority. 





The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22)740.14.35 


Authorized officer: 

^\x\\\ IGARASHI 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/301 (July 1998) 



003427368 



O FORM PCT/IB/301 



International application No. 

PCT/J POO/04076 



INFORMATION ON TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING THE NATIONAL PHASE 

The applicant is reminded that the "national phase" must be entered before each of the designated Offrces indicated in the 
Nottfrcation of Receipt of Record Copy (Form PCT/IB/301) by paying national fees and furnishing translations, as prescribed by 
the applicable national laws. 



The time limit for performing these procedural acts is 20 MONTHS from the priority date or. for those designated States 
which the applicant elects in a demand for international preliminary examination or in a later election, 30 MONTHS from the 
priority date, provided that the election is made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. Some designated (< 
elected) Offices have fixed time limits which expire even later than 20 or 30 months from the priority date. In other Offices an 
extension of time or grace period, in some cases upon payment of an additional fee, is available. 



In addition to these procedural acts, the applicant may also have to comply with other special requirements applicable in 
certain Offices. It is the applicant's responsibility to ensure that the necessary steps to enter the national phase are taken In a 
timely fashion. Most designated Offices do not issue reminders to applicants in connection with the entry into the national 
phase. 



For detailed information about the procedural acts to be performed to enter the national phase before each designated 
Office, the applicable time limits and possible extensions of time or grace periods, and any other requirements, see the relevant 
Chapters of Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. Information about the requirements for filing a demand for international 
preliminary examination is set out in Chapter IX of Volume I of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

GR and ES became bound by PCT Chapter 11 on 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, and may, therefore, 
be elected in a demand or a later election filed on or after 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, regardless of 
the filing date of the international application. (See second paragraph above.) 



Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has 
the right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



CONFIRMATION OF PRECAUTIONARY DESIGNATIONS 

This notification lists only specific designations made under Rule 4.9(a) in the request. It is important to check that these 
designations are correct. Errors in designations can be corrected where precautionary designations have been made under 
Rule 4.9(b). The applicant is hereby reminded that any precautionary designations nnay be confirmed according to Rule 4.9(c) 
before the expiration of 15 months from the priority date. If it is not confirmed, it will automatically be regarded as withdrawn 
by the applicant. There will be no reminder and no invitation. Confirmation of a designation consists of the filing of a notice 
specifying the designated State concerned (with an indication of the kind of protection or treatment desired) and the payment 
of the designation and confirmation fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the 15-month time limit. 



REQUIREMENTS REGARDING PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 

For applicants who have not yet complied with the requirements regarding priority documents, the following is recalled. 

Where the priority of an earlier national, regional or international application is claimed, the applicant must submit a copy 
of the said earlier application, certified by the authority with which it was filed ("the priority document") to the receiving Office 
(which will transmit it to the International Bureau) or directly to the International Bureau, before the expiration of 1 6 months from 
the priority date, provided that any such priority document may still be submitted to the International Bureau before that date of 
international publication of the international application, in which case that document will be considered to have been received 
by the International Bureau on the last day of the 16-month time limit (Rule 17.1(a)). 

Where the priority document is issued by the receiving Office, the applicant may, instead of submitting the priority 
document, request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit the priority document to the International Bureau. Such request 
must be made before the expiration of the 16-month time limit and may be subjected by the receiving Office to the payment 
of a fee (Rule 17.1(b)). 

If the priority document concerned is not submitted to the International Bureau or if the request to the receiving Office 
to prepare and transmit the priority document has not been made (and the corresponding fee, if any, paid) within the applicable 
time limit indicated under the preceding paragraphs, any designated State may disregard the priority claim, provided that no 
designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity to furnish the priority 
document within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

Where several priorities are claimed, the priority date to be considered for the purposes of computing the 16-month time 
limit is the filing date of the earliest application whose priority is claimed. 
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